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Case 2733 

Mycetopoms Mannerheim, 1831 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed 
designation of Tachinus punctus Gravenhorst, 1806 as the type species; 
proposed conservation of hchnosoma Stephens, 1829; and proposed 
precedence of Mycetopoms over hchnosoma 

J.M. Campbell 

Biosystematics*Research Centre, Agriculture Canada, Research Branch, 
Central Experimental Farm, Ottaw a, Ontario, Canada, KIA 0C6 



Abstract. The purpose of this application is to designate Tachinus punctus Gravenhorst, 
1806 as the type species of Mycetopoms Mannerheim, 1831 in accordance with univer- 
sal understanding and usage. The genus, which is widespread in Europe, Siberia and 
North America, is included in the large family of rove beetles staphylinidae. It is 
proposed that hchnosoma Stephens, 1829 should also be conserved and that 
Mycetopoms should be given precedence over hchnosoma. 



1. Stephens (1829a [June], p. 22) introduced the generic name hchnosoma in a list 
of British insects; there were ten included species, including Tachinus splendidus and 
T. punctus, both of Gravenhorst, 1806 (pp. 24 and 27 respectively), and the name is 
therefore available (Article 12b(5) of the Code). No type species was designated. The 
name and the list of included species was repeated in Stephens, 1 829b ([July], p. 268; see 
Fletcher in Nye, 1979, p. xv for the dates of publication of Stephens’s works). Subse- 
quently, descriptions of the genus and of the included species were published (Stephens, 
1832, p, 168) but again no type was designated. 

2. Mannerheim (1831, p. 476) established the generic name Mycetopoms with five 
included species, including Tachinus splendidus and T. punctus, but did not designate a 
type. The date of Mannerheim’s work has been variously cited by subsequent authors 
as 1830 or 1831, with or without reference to the Mhuoires prhentes a TAcademie 
Imperiale des Sciences de St Petersbourg. Mannerheim’s paper was presented to mem- 
bers of the Academy in June 1830 and published in vol. 1 of the Memoires in February 
1 83 1 . A number of authors have cited the name Mycetopoms from an ‘extract’ from the 
Memoires with the date 1830. Blackwelder ( 1 952, p. 465), however, recorded the extract 
as ‘ 1 83 1 , not 1 830’. A review by Audinet-Serville of Mannerheim’s work (as an extract 
from the Memoires) appeared in the Bulletin des Sciences Naturelles et de Geologie 
(vol. 24, pp. 211-236); this included a description of Mycetopoms and was also 
published in February 1831. Both Sherborn (1928, p. 4224) and Neave (1940, p, 234) 
listed Mycetopoms Mannerheim as first published in the Memoires in 1831, which I 
accept here. 

3. Stephens adopted the name Mycetopoms Mannerheim in the second edition 
( 1 833, col. 95) of his (1 829a) list of insects, treating his own name hchnosoma as a junior 
synonym, and in 1 835 (p. 434) he noted that ‘the generic name [Mycetopoms] employed 
is that of Mannerheim, which he characterised previously to the appearance of my 
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Ischnosoma, and therefore to be adopted’. However, Iscimosoma Stephens was made 
available in June 1829 (see para. 1), before the publication of Mycetoporus. 

4. Gistl (1834, p. 9) established the genus Leichotes and included six species, two of 
which were T. splendidus and T, punctus. Blackwelder (1952, p. 212) designated 
splendidus Gravenhorst, 1806 as the type species of Leichotes, rendering Leichotes a 
junior subjective synonym of Iscimosoma Stephens, 1829 and Mycetoporus 
Mannerheim, 1831. 

5. Westwood ([1838], p. 1 9; see Direction 63 (June 1 957) for the date of publication) 
designated T. splendidus as the type species of Mycetoporus', the type species desig- 
nations in Westwood’s Synopsis of the genera of British insects were accepted as valid in 
Opinion 71 (January 1922). Westwood listed Iscimosoma Stephens as a synonym of 
Mycetoporus. Between 1838 and 1859 Mycetoporus was consistently used as the valid 
name for the genus in a number of publications, including the important works of 
Erichson (1839a, p. 411; 1839b, p. 281), Heer (1839, p. 295), Maklin ([1847]), 
Redtenbacher (1849, p. 687; 1858, p. 176), Lacordaire (1854, p. 59), Jacquelin du Val 
(1856, p. 28) and Kraatz ( 1 857, p. 455). 

6. Thomson (1859, p. 47) divided Mycetoporus Mannerheim into two genera, 
Mycetoporus and Iscimosoma Stephens. He designated " Tachyporiis punctus Gyllenhal, 
1810, p. 250’ (that is, Tachinus punctus Gravenhorst, 1806) as the type species of 
Mycetoporus, and 'Tachyporus splendidus Gyllenhal, 1810, p. 249’ (that is, Tachinus 
splendidus Gravenhorst, 1 806) as the type species of Iscimosoma, apparently overlook- 
ing the earlier designation by Westwood. Thomson’s concept of two genera was fol- 
lowed by Sahlberg (1876, pp. 196-203) and Rey (1883, pp. 68, 1 10). Other authors 
retained Thomson’s type species designations but considered Iscimosoma to be a sub- 
genus of Mycetoporus: Fowler (1888, p. 212), Ganglbauer (1895, p_. 367), Luze (1901, 
p. 662), Eichelbaum (1909, p. 201) and Reitter (1909, pp. 99, 100). With a few excep- 
tions noted below, all subsequent authors have either placed all species in Mycetoporus 
without recognizing subgenera (Horn, 1877, p. 1200; Hatch, 1957) or have followed 
Fowler and Ganglbauer and treated Iscimosoma as a subgenus of Mycetoporus. 

1. Gozis (1886) cited Iscimosoma as a synonym of Mycetoporus and designated 
Mycetoporus brunneus (Marsham, 1802, p. 524) as the type species of both genera; 
Mycetoporus brunneus was described by Paykull (1789) as Staphylinus brunneus. These 
designations are invalid because Staphylinus brunneus was not an originally included 
species of Mycetoporus and also because of the earlier designations of Westwood 
([1838]) and Thomson (1859). Gozis (1886, p. 14) proposed the new name Myteroxis 
for the genus Iscimosoma as used by Thomson and designated Tachinus splendidus 
Gravenhorst, 1806 as its type species. Myteroxis is thus a junior objective synonym of 
Mycetoporus. 

8. Strand (1935) argued that Iscimosoma Stephens became available only in 1832, 
not 1829. He further argued that Iscimosoma Stephens was a junior homonym of 
Iscimosoma Spix & Agassiz, 1829 (Osteichthyes). Based on these interpretations, 
Strand (1935, p. 293) proposed the new name Iscimosomata to replace the seemingly 
junior homonym. The fish name Iscimosoma is available (Article lie) from Cuvier 
(1829 [before 31 March], p. 328), where 'Iscimosoma bicirrhosum, Spix, xxv’ was pub- 
lished in the synonymy of Cuvier’s new species Osteoglossum vandelHi. The name 
Iscimosoma appeared on Spix’s plate (1829, pi. 25); Spix & Agassiz’s work was pub- 
lished between 22 May and 4 J uly 1 829 (see Kottelat, 1 988, pp. 7 1 , 72, 77 and BZN 46 : 
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130 for the dates of publication). Agassiz (1829, p. 47) treated Ischnosoma as a junior 
synonym of Osteoglossum. Both names Isdvwsoma and Osteoglos.sum were retained 
by Valenciennes (1847, pp. 287, 307), but Ischnosoma was later synonymized with 
Osteoglossum (Gunther, 1868, p. 278). Ischnosoma has not been used since as a valid 
name in ichthyology. As stated in para. 1, the beetle name Ischnosoma Stephens was 
apparently published in June 1829. Since the date of the fish name is probably earlier 1 
propose that all uses of Ischnosoma before Stephens (1829) should be suppressed. 

9. Tottenham ( 1 939) assumed that Westwood ([ 1838]) had proposed T. splendUhis as 
the type species for both Mycetoporus and Ischnosoma, rendering the two names 
objective synonyfns. He recognized that Thomson’s ( 1 859) designation of T. pimctiis as 
the type species of Mycetoporus was invalid. He proposed (1939, p. 226) the new name 
Schinomosa for the genus referred to by Thomson as Mycetoporus and designated 
Tachyporus piinctus (Gyllenhal, 1810; that is, Tachinus punctus Gravenhorst, 1806) as 
its type species. This name has not been used except in later papers by Tottenham ( 1 949, 
pp. 378, 423; 1956, p. 231), and Blackwelder (1952, p. 252) considered it to be a 
synonym of Mycetoporus. 

10. Blackwelder (1952, p. 252), in his important work on the generic names of the 

family staphylinidae, used the name Mannerheim, 1 83 1 for the genus, but 

did not recognize subgenera. He ( 1 952, p. 204) followed Strand (1935) in assuming that 
the name Ischnosoma Stephens, 1 829 was a junior homonym of Ischnosoma Spix, 1 829. 

1 1 . A strict interpretation of the Code would necessitate using Ischnosoma 
Stephens, 1 829 (type species Tachinus splendidiis Gravenhorst, 1 806 by Thomson’s 
1859 designation) as the name for the nominal genus, with Mycetoporus Mannerheim, 
1831 treated as a junior objective synonym. The name Schinomosa Tottenham, 1939 
(type species Tachinus punctus Gravenhorst, 1806; see para. 9) would replace the long 
established name Mycetoporus Mannerheim. 

12. It is highly desirable. to conserve the understood sense of both Ischnosoma 
Stephens, 1829 and Mycetoporus Mannerheim, 1831, as used in the taxonomic liter- 
ature for over 1 30 years since Thomson (1859) adopted both names as valid. Over 1 50 
species are placed in Mycetoporus, distributed primarily in the north temperate zone, 
but occurring in all major faunal regions except South America. Ischnosoma has 
been considered a subgenus of Mycetoporus by most modern authors (Lohse, 1964, p. 
223; Tichomirova, 1973, pp. 147-148), but a revision of the North American species 
of the group (Campbell, in preparation) has shown that the two groups should be 
independently recognized at the generic level. 

13. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked; 

( 1 ) to use its plenary powers: 

(a) to suppress the generic name Ischnosoma Cuvier, 1829, and all uses of the 
name Ischnosoma prior to Ischnosoma Stephens, 1829, for the purposes of 
both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy; 

(b) to set aside all fixations of type species for the nominal genus Mycetoporus 
Mannerheim, 1831 prior to the designation by Thomson (1859) of Tachinus 
/7///7C/W.S' Gravenhorst, 1806; 

(2) to place the following names on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology: 
(a) Mycetoporus Mannerheim, 1831 (gender: masculine), type species by sub- 
sequent designation by Thomson (1859) Tachinus punctus Gravenhorst, 
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1806, as ruled in (l)(b) above, with the endorsement that it is to be given 
precedence over Ischnosoma Stephens, 1829 whenever the two names are 
considered to be synonyms; 

{h) Ischnosoma Stephens, 1829 (gender: neuter), type species by subsequent 
designation by Thomson (1859) TachinussplendidiisGr 2 i\Qn\\orsi, 1806, with 
the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over Mycetoporus 
Mannerheim, 1 83 1 whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms; 

(3) to place the following names on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology: 

(a) punctus Gravenhorst, 1806, as published in the binomen Tachums punctus 
(specific name of the type species of Mycetoporus Mannerheim, 1831); 

(b) splendidus Gravenhorst, 1 806, as published in the binomen Tachinus 
splendidiis (specific name of the type species of Ischnosoma Stephens, 1829); 

(4) to place the following names on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 

Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Ischnosoma Cuvier, 1829 (Osteichthyes), as suppressed in (l)(a) above; 

(b) Leichotes Gistl, 1834 (a junior subjective synonym of Ischnosoma Stephens, 
1829 and Mycetoporus Mannerheim, 1831); 

(c) Myteroxis Gozis, 1886 (a junior objective synonym of Mycetoporus 
Mannerheim, 1831); 

(d) Ischnosomata Strand, 1935 (a junior objective synonym of Ischnosoma 
Stephens, 1829); 

(e) Schinomosa Tottenham, 1939 (a junior objective synonym of Mycetoporus 
Mannerheim, 1831). 



References 

Blackwelder, R.E. 1952. The generic names of the beetle family Staphylinidae with an essay on 
genotypy. Bulletin of the United States National Museum^ 200: 1-483. 

Cuvier, G. 1 929. Le regne animal distribue d’apres son organisation pour servir de base a I'histoire 
naturelle des animaux et d' introduction a Vanatomie comparee, Ed. 2, vol. 2. xvii, 406 pp. 
Deterville, Paris. 

Eichelbaum, F. 1909. Katalog der Staphyliniden-Gattungen nebst Angabe ihrer Literatur, 
Synonyme, Artenzahl, geographischen Verbreitung und ihrer bekannten Larvenzustande. 
Memoires de la Societe Entomologique de Belgique, 17: 71-280. 

Erichson, W.F. 1839a. Die Kafer der Mark Brandenburg, vol. 1, part 2. Pp. 385-740. Morin, 
Berlin. 

Erichson, W.F. 1839b. Genera et species Staphylinorwn, insectorum coleopterorum familiae. Pp. 
1-400, 5 pis. Morin, Berlin. 

Fletcher, D.S. 1979. In Nye, I.W.B., Generic names of moths of the world, vol. 3 (Geometroidea). 

XX, 243 pp. British Museum (Natural History), London. 

Fowler, W.W. 1888. The Coleoptera of the British Islands, vol. 2 (Staphylinidae). 444 pp., pis. 
37-70. Reeve, London. 

Ganglhauer, L. 1895. Die Kafer von Mittelenropa, vol. 2 (Staphylinoidea 1). 880 pp. Gerold’s 
Sohn, Vienna. 

Gistl, J. 1 834. Die Insecten-Doubletten aus der Sammlung des Herrn Grafen Rudolph von Jenison 
Walworth zu Regensburg, No. 1 (Kafer). 35 pp. Jacquet, Munich. 

Gozis, M. des. 1886. Recherche de Tespece typique de quelques anciens genres. Rectifications 
synonymiques et notes diver ses. 36 pp. MontluQon. 

Gravenhorst, J.L.C. 1806. Monographia coleopterorum micropterorum. xvi, 236 pp. Gottingae. 
Gunther, A. 1868. Catalogue of the fishes in the British Museum, vol. 7. xx, 512 pp. British 
Museum, London. 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 49( 1 ) March 1 992 39 

Gyllenhal, L. 1810. Insecta Svecica. Classis I ( Coieoptera sive Eleuterata), vol. 1, part 2. 660 pp. 
Leverentz, Scaris. 

Hatch, M.H. 1957. The beetles of the Pacific Northwest, part 2 (Staphyliniformia). University of 
Washington Publications in Biology, 16: 1-384. 

Heer, O. 1839. Fauna Coleopterorum Helvetica, part 1, fasc. 2. Pp. 145 360. Orelii, Fucsslini & 
Sociorum, Turici. 

Horn, G.H. 1877. Synopsis of the genera and species of the Staphylinidae tribe Tachyporini of the 
United States. Transactions of the American Entomological Society, 6: 81-128. 

Jacquelin du Val, P.N.C. 1856. Genera des coleopteres d’ Europe,,,, vol. 2. Pp. 1-32. Deyrolle, 
Paris. 

Kraatz, G. \^51 . J^aturgeschichte der Insecten Deutschlands, Abt. 1 (Coieoptera), vol. 2 
(Staphylinii). Pp. 377-1080. Nicolaischen, Berlin. 

Kottelat, M. 1988. Authorship, dates of publication, status and types of Spix and Agassiz's 
Brazilian fishes. Spixiana, 11(1): 69-93. 

Lacordaire,T. 1854. Histoire naturelle des insectes . Genera des coleopteres, vol. 2. 548 pp. Libraire 
Encyclopedique de Roret, Paris. 

Lohse, G.A. 1964. P. 264 in Freude, H., Harde, K.W. & Lohse, G.A. Die Kdfer Mitteleuropas, 
vol. 4 (Fam. Staphylinidae). 264 pp. Goecke & Evers, Krefeld. 

Luze, G. 1901. Bolitobiini. Revision der palaarktischen Arten der Staphyliniden-Gattungen 
Bryocharis Boisd. et Lac., Bolitohius Mannh., Bryoponis Kraatz und Mycetoporus Mannh. 
Vetiumdliingen der K,K, Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien, 51(9): 662-746. 

Maklin, F.G. [1847]. Ad Cognitonem specierum Fennicarum generis Mycetopori Symbolae .... 
Helsingforsiae, 16 pp. Helsingfors. 

Mannerheim, C.G. von. 1831. Precis d’un nouvel arrangement de la famille des Brachelytres de 
I’ordre des insectes coleopteres. Memoires present h a FAcademie Imperiale des Sciences de 
St,-Petersbourg par Divers Savans, et lus dans ses Assemblies, 1(5): 415-501. 

Marsham, T. 1802. Coieoptera Britaniiicae, sistens insecta Coieoptera Britanniae indigena 
secundum methodum linnaeanam disposita, vol. 2. Pp. 235-548. White, London. 

Neave, S.A. 1940. Nomenclator Zoologicus, vol. 3 (M-P). 1065 pp. Zoological Society of London, 
London. 

Redtenbacher, L. 1849. Fauna Austriaca, Die Kdfer, nach der analytischen Methode beavbeitet, 
xxvii, 883 pp. Gerold, Vienna. 

Redtenbacher, L. 1858. Fauna Austriaca: Die Kdfer, nach der analytischen Methode bearbeitet, 
Ed. 2. cxxxvi, 1017 pp., 2 pis. Gerold’s Sohn, Vienna. 

Reitter, E. 1909. Fauna Germanica. Die Kdfer des Deutschen Reiches, vol. 2. 392 pp., pis 41-80. 
Lutz, Stuttgart. 

Rey, C. 1883. Tribu des Brevipennes. Deuxieme rameau. Bolitobiates. Annales de la Societe 
Linneenne de Lyon, (2)29: 13-125, 125/1-7. 

Sahiberg, J. 1 876. Enumeratio Coleopterorum Brachelytrorum Fenniae, 1 (Staphylinidae). 247 pp. 
Societas pro Faunas et Flora Fennica, Helsingfors. 

Sherborn, C.D. 1928. Index Animalium ... , part 17 (MUNDA-NYX). Pp. 4195^t450. British 
Museum, London. 

Spix, J.B. de & Agassiz, L. 1829-1831. Selecta genera et species piscium quos in itinere per 
Brasiliam ... Collegit et pingendos curavit Dr J.B. de Spix, ... Digessit, descripsit et 
observationibus anatomicis illustravit Dr L. Agassiz, xvi, ii, 138 pp., 98 pis. Wolf, Monachii. 

Stephens, J.F. 1 829a. The nomenclature of British insects: being a compendious list of such species 
as are contained in the Systematic Catalogue of British Insects, and forming a guide to their 
classification, <Scc.&c. 68 pp. Baldwin & Cradock, London. 

Stephens, J.F. 1829b. A systematic catalogue of British insects, part 1 . xxxiv, 416 pp. Baldwin & 
Cradock, London. 

Stephens, J.F. 1832. Ischnosoma. Pp. 168-171 in: Illustrations of British entomology.,,, 
Mandibulata, vol. 5. Baldwin & Cradock, London. 

Stephens, J.F. 1833. The nomenclature of British insects together with their synonymes; being a 
compendious list of such species as are contained in the systematic catalogue of British insects, 
and of those discovered subsequently to its publication; forming a guide to their classification, 
part 1. 135 columns. Baldwin & Cradock, London. 



40 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 49(1) March 1992 



Stephens, J.F. 1835. Appendix. Pp. 365^W0 in: Illustrations of British entomology..,. 
Mandibulata, vol. 5. Baldwin & Cradock, London. 

Strand, E, 1935. Revision von Gattungsnamen palaearktischer Coleoptera. Folia Zoologica 
Hydrobiologica, 7(2): 282-299. 

Thomson, C,G. 1859. Skandinaviens Coleoptera, synoptiskt bearbetade, vol. 1 . 304 pp. Lund. 

Tikhomirova, AX. 1973. Morfoekologicheskiye osobennosti i filogenez stafilinid (s katalogom 
fanny S.S.S.R.) [Morphological and ecological features and phylogeny of the Staphylinidae 
(with a catalogue of the fauna of the U.S.S.R.) ]. 190 pp. Academy of Sciences, U.S.S.R., 
A.N. Severtsov Institute of Evolutionary Morphology and Ecology of Animals, Moscow. 
[In Russian.) 

Tottenham, C.E. 1939. Some notes on the nomenclature of the Staphylinidae (Coleoptera), part 
2. Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London., (B)8(12): 227-237. 

Tottenham, C.E. 1949. The generic names of the British Staphylinidae with a check list of the 
species. Pp. 343-466 in: The generic names of British insects...., vol. 1 (1934-1939), part 9. 
Royal Entomological Society, London. 

Tottenham, C.E. 1956. Contributions a Tetude de la faune entomologique du Ruanda-Urundi 
(Mission P. Basilewsky 1953). 87 (Coleoptera Staphylinidae: Steninae, Xantholininae, 
Staphylininae, Tachyporinae et Pygosteninae). Annales du Musee Royal du Congo Beige, 
Sciences Zoologiques, 51 : 221-332. 

Valenciennes, A. 1 847. In Cuvier, G.L.C.F.D. & Valenciennes, A., Histoire naturelle des poissons, 
vol. 19. xix, 544 pp. Bertrand, Paris. 

Westwood, J.O. [1838]. Synopsis of the genera of British insects, pp. 17-32. Published with An 
introduction to the modern classification of insects ... , vol. 1, part 3. Pp. 1 1 3-160. Longman, 
Orme, Brown, Green & Longmans, London. 



